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| Success for more than 20

By United Press International

Ollie Rector clutched a tissue, and her

hands quivered as she stood at the podi-

um. She looked out at the group of 200 -
persons and stammered ag she began to. ~
speak. But her audience didn’t seem to

" notice, .
They were eager to hear the words of

this woman, who, like many of them, had -

- Spent part of her life in an institution for

the mentally or physically handicapped. N
“I hope they can stop calling us hangj. .

capped,” she said, “They think they're
better than us but people have hang.
€aps in their headv Somewheres” she
said. As her voice choked up, she stopped
abruptly and sat down to loud applause,

braska’s mentally anq physically hangj-.

- capped citizens. It is the first convention
of its type in the state, she said, and was
- organized and ryp by the handicapped.

Mrs. Rector, who Spent seven years in 4‘ i e
"83ys the object of the statewide conven- :

tion- was tg Unite the handicapped ang -
, make them aware of their rights ang 3

Beatrice State Developmenta] Center,

ypotential - "
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15 years, started

“We want 1o be 3 part of other people, -

not pushed in 3 corner somewhere,” she ;

said. - - SN RSP
The idea for the statewide convention

came from an Omahg- self-help hangj.

capped group called Project IT. Ray Loo-

mis, who was in the Beatrice institution

years ago. He invited 30 Persons, mostly

friends from Beatrice, to his first meet. - -

ing. Three came,

Now the monthly meetings usually at. -
tract more thap 40 persons; and more
than 150 handicapped persons belong ¢
the organization - o ‘

. show they'w; make it by themselves” - -

He doesn't think institutions teach the
handicgpped 10 rely on themselves, - .
" Mrs. Rector ang Loomis are bitter
about their days at. Beatrice. Social lifef .
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* He and his

. Y e . ’o, - : ;. Rt . ,
People First convention in Capital City
(‘-;ﬁ i : . & : ) - : .

hand‘caPPed

was severely restricted, they said. Men
and women were allowed 1o talk to each
_other- only during - dance Sessions,. and
‘even then they had to dance two feet

. apart,

Loomis Vescaped ﬁ&é t!mes, ’ Zlqd each

When Loomis jsp't WOFKIing as-a dish.
~ washer at Coco’s in Omaha, he spends hig
time organizing activities for the group,
A including_meeu’ngs, picnics and dances, -
wife, Nancy, have an 18
month old son, Billy.. .
Project 11 is Supported solely by mem-
bers’ contributions, The treasury now has
" Loomis said he Spent a year planning
the convention, which wag modeied after
a People First convention involving more
 than 700 handicappeqd people in Oregon,
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